
ELEMENTS AND EXAMPLES OF REFERENCES IN APA STYLE     (January, 2013) 

Go to the APA.org website for help if you do not have the APA text. 

JOURNALS 
One space after punctuation                                Capitalize the first word in a book or article title.  After that, only capitalize    
                                                                             proper nouns, adjectives/and the first word after a colon. 

 

 

Ditchburn, S. J. (1986). And so a child went forth: Understanding the understanding of children. Language 

 Arts, 63(6), 785-790. 

 
    Italicize the name of the journal and the volume number, not the page numbers.                

              If the issue number is given, with no separation space include it with the volume number. Do not italicize the issue number. 
 

Pentimonti, J. M., Zucker, T. A., Justice, L. M., & Kaderavek, J. N. (2010). Informational text use in 

 preschool classroom read-alouds. The Reading Teacher, 63(8), 656-665. doi:10.1598/RT.63.8.4 
 
      This is a digital object identification alphanumeric string that links the reader to the article„s 

       Internet location.  If the DOI is available, include it here. 
 

Allington, R. L., Boxer, N. J., & Broikou, K. A. (1987). Using mental imagery and summarization to 

 achieve independence in comprehension. Journal of Reading, 30(5), 642-658.   

 

JOURNAL ARTICLE ON THE INTERNET (based on a print source) 
Mills, K. A., & Chandra, V. (2011, September). Microblogging as a literacy practice for educational 

 communities. Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy, 55(1), 35-45. Retrieved from 

 http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1598/JAAL.55.1.4/full 
  

        Note that the edition is not italicized and note the two periods. 

BOOKS 

Heilman, A. W. (1977). Principles and practices of teaching reading (4
th

 ed.). Columbus, OH:  

 Charles E. Merrill. 
 (Note that superfluous terms, such as Publishers, Co., and Inc., are not required. However, Books and Press should be retained.) 
 

Parker, R. P., & Davis, F. A. (Eds.). (1983). Developing literacy: Young children’s use of language. 

 Newark, DE:  International Reading Association. 

 

BOOK THAT HAS BEEN TRANSLATED 

Vygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind and society (M. Cole, V. John-Steiner, S. Scribner, & E. Souberman, Eds.). 

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

     (Usually Trans. is placed here.  In this book, the translators referred to themselves as editors.) 
      

AN ARTICLE OR CHAPTER IN AN EDITED BOOK 

Moe, A. J., & Irwin, J. W. (1966). Cohesion, coherence, and comprehension. In J. W. Irwin (Ed.),  

 Understanding and teaching: Cohesion comprehension (pp. 3-8). Newark, DE:  International 

 Reading Association. 
       Note the use of pp. for pages.  Note all punctuation.    If edited, list the editor(s). 

 

A CHAPTER, STORY, OR SECTION IN A TEXTBOOK 

Cooper, J. D., & Pikulski, J. J. (Eds.). (2006). Grandfather’s journey [Lesson Ideas]. In J. D. Cooper & J. J.  

 Pikulski (Eds.), Houghton Mifflin reading: Traditions (T. ed., pp. 23M-79R). Boston, MA: 

 Houghton Mifflin. 
 

The Inca create a mountain empire. (2008). In R. B. Beck, L. S. Krieger, & D. I. Shabaka (Eds.), World 

 history: Patterns of interaction (North Carolina ed., pp. 459-465). Evanston, IL: McDougal  

            Littell.  

    
In both the directly above and below references, the author of the book‟s section is not named; hence, the name of the section is placed in the author‟s position.) 

 

The epic. (2012). In J. Allen et al. (Eds.), Holt McDougall literature: Grade 12 (pp. 38-39). Orlando, FL: 

 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 



 

A BOOK OR CHAPTER WITHIN A TEXT IN WHICH THE AUTHOR IS NOTED 

Say, A. (2006). Grandfather’s journey. In J. D. Cooper & J. J. Pilulski (Eds.), Houghton Mifflin reading: 

 Traditions (T. ed., pp. 23M-30R). Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin. 

 

Shakespeare, W. (2000). The tragedy of Macbeth. In R. E. Probst et al. (Eds.), Elements of English: 

 Literature of Britain with world classics (pp. 300-384). Austin, TX: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston. 
 

 

VIDEO OR MOTION PICTURE 
Mass, J. B. (Producer), & Gluck, D. H. (Director). (1995). Hypnosis [Motion picture]. Englewoods Cliffs,  

 NJ: Prentice Hall. 

 

TELEVISION BROADCAST 

Chrisman, B. (Executive Producer). (1999, January 3).  Bridging lives [Television series]. New York, NY:  

 Public Broadcasting Service. 

 

MUSIC RECORDING 

Mancini, H. (1994). Off to the races. On Music to play by [CD]. Boston, MA: Fun Recordings. 
 

Taylor, J. (1988). Carolina in my mind. On James Taylor: Greatest hits, vol. 1 [iTunes]. Burbank, CA: 

 Warner Brothers Records. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS (on-line) 

Eudora Welty. (n.d.). [Photograph]. Retrieved from http://www.olemiss.edu/mwp/dir/welty_eudora/  

 

OTHER 

Promethean Planet. (2010). Place value [Flipchart]. Retrieved from http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-

 us/Resources/Item/59722/place-value 
 

RESOURCE ON THE INTERNET WITH NO AUTHOR 

Six sites meet for comprehensive anti-gang initiative conference. (2006, November/December). OJJDP 

News @ a Glance. Retrieved from http://www.ncjrs.gov/html/ojjdp/news_at_glance/ 

216684/topstory.html 
 

Heuristic. (n.d.). In Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary (11
th

 ed.). Retrieved from http://www.m-

w.com/dictionary/heuristic 
 

KINDS OF REFERENCES USED IN THE PROFESSIONAL PORTFOLIO (UNDERGRADUATE 

ASSIGNMENT) AND THE ACTION RESEARCH REPORT (GRADUATE ASSIGNMENT) 
 

Carroll T. Overton School. (2010-2012). School improvement plan. Salisbury, NC: Author. 
 

 

The Source for EOG and EOC Scores for a School: 

Public Schools of North Carolina. (2012). Accountability services division: State/LEA and school test 

 performance. Retrieved from http://accrpt.ncpublicschools.org/app/2012/disag/ 

 

The Source for Local School’s NCWise Office 

NCWise. (2012). North Rowan Elementary School attendance data. Raleigh, NC: NCDPI. 
 

 

The Source for Racial, Ethnic and Gender Demographics for a School: 

Public Schools of North Carolina. (2012). Financial and business services. Retrieved from 

 http://www.ncpublicschools.org/fbs/accounting/data/ 
 

(These numbers may be added to get a general estimate of the number of students in your school.) 

http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/Resources/Item/59722/place-value
http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/Resources/Item/59722/place-value
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/fbs/accounting/data/


 

 

 

The Source for the ABC and AMO Status for a School: 
Public Schools of North Carolina. (2012). The ABCs accountability model. Retrieved from 

http://accrpt.ncpublicschools.org/app/2012/amo/  
  

 If you have more than one source with the same author and year, arrange them in alphabetical order in the reference list based on the letters  

 in the title of the article or book.  Place a letter (a, b, c) after the year within the parentheses to indicate which source is listed first, second  
 or third.  When citing in the text, make sure to include the correct letter for that particular source.  For example, if I were writing — the  

 ethnic demographics  for my school were….  (Public Schools of North Carolina, 2011b) . 

 

The Source for a School’s Meeting the AMO Targets 

Public Schools of North Carolina. (2012). NC proficiency target goals. Retrieved from  

 http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/reporting/abc/2011-12/ 

 

The Source for Free and Reduced Lunch Data (This is information that will allow you to know the 

number of economically disadvantaged in your school. Your NCWISE personnel may be able to give you 

this information. For Rowan-Salisbury personnel, this data in the form of a table will be distributed in 

class.) 

 

Rowan-Salisbury Schools. (2012, June). Rowan-Salisbury child nutrition services membership [Table]. 

Salisbury, NC. 

 

Another means of identifying the source for economically disadvantaged students is to follow this 

bibliographic entry. 

 

Public Schools of North Carolina. (2012). Child nutrition data: Free and reduced application data by site.  

 Retrieve from http://www.ncpublic schools.org/fbs/resources/data/ 

 
 

The Sources for the Common Core and Essential Standards 

Public Schools of North Carolina. (2010). ACRE: Accountability and curriculum reform effort: Common 

 core state standards for English language arts & literacy in history/social studies, science, and   

 technical subjects. Retrieved from http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%  

 20Standards.pdf 
 

Public Schools of North Carolina. (2010). ACRE: Accountability and curriculum reform effort: Common 

 core state standards for mathematics. Retrieved from http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ 

 Math%20Standards.pdf 

 

Public Schools of North Carolina. (2010). ACRE: Accountability and curriculum reform effort: NC 

 essential standards. Retrieved from http://www.ncpublicschools.org/acre/standards/ 

 new-standards/ 
 
 

Finding the Total Number of Students at Your School (as of October) 

Public Schools of North Carolina. (2012). Principal’s monthly report: Month 2. Retrieved from 

 http://www.ncpublicschools.org/fbs/accounting/data/ 

 

Another way to find the total number of people in your school is to add the “Grade, Race, Sex” numbers. 

The bibliographic entry is  

 

Public Schools of North Carolina. (2012). Financial and business services. Retrieved from 

 http://www.ncpublicschools.org/fbs/accounting/data/ 

 

 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/fbs/accounting/data/
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/fbs/accounting/data/


Using the School’s Formative Assessment Data 

ClassScape Assessment System. (2012, September 20). Carroll T. Overton: Grade 5 reading. Raleigh, NC: 

 NC State University. (Give the date the data was retrieved.  Not all Internet data-based entries need the month and date. This does.) 

 

REFERENCE CITATIONS IN TEXT 

If the name of the author appears as a part of the narrative, cite the year of the publication in parentheses. 
    

 Moe and Irwin (1966) warned teachers that… 
 

 According to the Public Schools of North Carolina (2011), my school achieved… 
         
      Usually the Public Schools of North Carolina citing will have a letter following the year. 

      This is because you may have more than one specific cite from that source. 

 

 

If the name of the author is not a part of the narrative, place the name within parentheses along with the 

year.  If particular pages are being cited, give the page number(s) also. 
  

 Children‟s ability to understand follows specific developmental stages (Ditchburn, 1986). 
  

 I borrowed the idea of having students take telephone messages (Cooper & Pikulski, 2006, p. 79). 

 

When the source has three, four, or five authors, cite all authors the first time the reference is cited. 

After that, cite only the first author followed by et al. (no italics and a period after al). 

 

 Johnson, Pierce, and Thompson (2011) explained that… 

 

 Johnson et al. (2011) later described different circumstances in which… 

 

 The best method of having all students contribute to the discussion is to allow time for them to respond to a 

 question in writing before having them orally discuss that particular question (Williams, Martin, Hayes, & 

 Teasdale, 2011). 

 

 Teachers should be patient after posing a question.  After several minutes of silence, someone will usually 

 contribute an answer (Williams et al., 2011). 

 

 The use of et al. can become more complicated.  Look in the APA manual on pages 175-177. 

 
 

 

 

 


